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have taken serious notice of the absurd mistake of a
Princess who is the most awkward of all the Princesses
in Europe. Neither had Comte d'Esterno, rigorously
speaking, any greater cause for complaint than any other
of the royal ambassadors, among whom there is no claim
of precedency. Perhaps, too, it would be imprudent to
endeavor to establish any such claim; for this would be
very certainly to call that in question which tradition
and universal tolerance have granted to us. And here
let me observe that, as soon as Lord Dalrymple knew
Comte d'Esterno had been to complain to Count Fincken-
stein, he declared he made no demand of precedency
whatever; but neither would he suffer precedency from
anyone. I should, therefore, have accepted the party
of the Princess; but should have said aloud, and, point-
ing to the table of the Queen, <(I see we are all Here
without distinction of persons; and certainly fortune could
not have been more favorable to me.^ (The Princess
may really be called handsome.) Had I thought I still
owed more to my Sovereign, I should, on the next Court
day, have refused the nomination of the Queen; though
it must have been a violent and hazardous step, and
reparation must have become a public topic; instead of
which it is the insult only that is talked of, and that
considerably, in the world.

Will the Comte d'Esterno, or will he not, at present,
accept the first invitation he shall receive ? Should he
comply, it will remain on record that, having resented
the procedure, he has acknowledged himself second.
Yet how may he refuse ? I have proposed to Prince
Henry, who is the mezzo termine^ that there should be a
Court held by the Queen Dowager, who, from her cir-
cumspection and native dignity, is more respected than
the reigning Queen; and that Comte d'Esterno should
be of her party, with the Emperor's Ambassador; which
distinction would be the more marked because that this
Queen never yet played with foreign ministers,. If her
mourning for her husband does not counteract this pro-
ject, it seems to me the best under the present circum-
stances. The Queen has written a letter to Count
Fiftckenstein, which must have been read to Comte (J'Es-*e not to understand
